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Montana Scenic
Byways Program

The Montana Tourism Advisory Council
(TAC) has been appointed by the Montana
Transportation Commission to serve as the
rule making body for the Montana
Scenic Byways Program. This program
allows Montana roadways to be
designated as official scenic byways,
which  adds

a marketing tool for byways-

a  designation

associated communities. The

Beartooth Highway is currently @
Montana’s only official state B
scenic highway and is recognized

as a national All American
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program. The commission directed the
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group to limit the scenic byways designation
to public lands such as highways traveling
through U.S. Forest Service, BLM, National
Park Service, tribal and other public properties.

An initial presentation on the purpose
schedule for the SBAC was
presented to TAC at their June
meeting by Homer Staves and Betsy

and

Baumgart. Using the scenic

byways program as a mechanism

for creating new Montana

attractions is an action identified

in the 2003-2007 Montana Strategic
Plan for Tourism and Recreation.

Road by the National Scenic
Byways Program.

Montana’s Scenic Byways Program was
approved by the 1999 Montana Legislature
but its implementation has been delayed due
to fiscal and technical concerns of the
Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT). To address these concerns, the
TAC offered to serve as the program’s rule-
making body at no cost to MDT. TAC
member Homer Staves led this effort with
support from Montana Promotion
Division Administrator Betsy Baumgart.

At their May 7 meeting in Kalispell, the
state’s Transportation Commission authorized
TAC to create an IT member Scenic Byways
Advisory Council (SBAC) to work with

MDT staff to create rules for the statewide
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Norwegian Film
Screening in Livingston
The only U.S. screening of the popular

new Norwegian film “Wolf Summer” will be
held in Livingston on June 14th at 4 pm.
The Montana Department of Commerce,
Film Office worked closely with the
Norwegian production company Northern
Lights, assisting them with obtaining visas
for the U.S. and ensuring they had a pleasant
experience shooting their film in Montana.

In this particular film, Montana doubles
as Norway. One reason Northern Lights
decided to come to Montana was that
Montana has trained animal actors to play
in the film and Norway does not. The film
has been released in Scandinavia and is a
huge hit. Producer Kaare Stroemyr said,

Did You Know?
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I Niche News, summaries of findings that have been extracted from the 2001 Nonresident Visitor Survey, are
available on the Institute for Tourism & Recreation Research (ITRR) website at
www.forestry.umt.edu/research/mfces/programs/itrr/newsbriefs.htm

I Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks were cited by Darrell Gulin, nature photographer, as two of
his top 10 favorite nature spots to photograph in an article in USA Ed@).

M Dan Klinglesmith shared the beauty of the Beartooth Highway with readers of the May/June edition
of Endless Vacation.

I Whitefish earned honors as the perfect weekend getaway spot in the June issue of Mountain Living.

Montana Department of Commerce, Promotion Division, Betsy

“The folks who have seen the film in Norway
have no idea it was shot in Montana. It looks
just like home!”

Northern Lights hired 20

Montanans to work on the production,

over

utilizing many local production service
companies, including Animals of Montana
located in Bozeman. The production
injected approximately $500,000 into the
local economies of Bozeman and Livingston.
The Montana Department of Commerece,
Film Office is sponsoring the screening that
is being hosted by the Livingston-based
Film the
Livingston/Big Timber chapter of the Sons

Montana Center and
of Norway. The film will screen at the
Empire Theater in Livingston and a
Norwegian-style reception will follow in the
lobby of the historic Murray Hotel.
Reservations can be made by calling Elizabeth
Reams at 570-5167 or Carol O’Dell at
222-2825 in the Bozeman/Livingston area;
Nora Hanson in Big Timber at 932-5594;
or Lynette Dodson at 245-4582 in Billings.

Applications for 2003
Community Tourism
Assessment Program

Montana communities interested in assessing
their tourism potential and identifying feasible
projects that can strengthen the role of
tourism in their area are invited to apply for
the 2003/2004 session of the Community
Tourism Assessment Program (CTAP).

Three communities will be selected for
the upcoming session. Two CTAP
participation slots will be reserved for rural
communities, those less than 15,000
population, and one slot is reserved for an
urban community. The final mix of urban
and rural communities participating in
the program will depend on the number
of applications.

Baumgart, Administrator
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